
1

Assignment
Date Submitted:____________    Date passed to next lesson: _____________

Name:________________________  Teacher:______________________

Lesson 1: Organization 

and Research

Using the 3-ring binder Tabs:

1. Make a pedigree chart with Enos White as No. 1

2. Complete a Family Group Sheet with Enos White

3. Complete the Analysis Sheet for what is believed to be known and what that suggests

4. Set up the 3-Ring Binder with the 7 charts included

5. Summarize the purpose of the Analysis Sheet:  

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

6. Why is it important to keep a Research Log?  

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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Assignment
Date Submitted:____________    Date completed: __________

Name:________________________  Teacher:______________________

Lesson 2: Surveying and 
Researching the Internet

True or False

_______ Family Trees that are on the Internet can always be trusted ςas only documented 

information is allowed to be posted?

_____ψψ hƴƭƛƴŜ ΨaŜǎǎŀƎŜ .ƻŀǊŘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨaŀƛƭƛƴƎ [ƛǎǘǎΩ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ    

researchers who share common interests?

_______ Even though I have already checked online for information on an ancestor ςI will need to 

check back again at a later time ςas more information becomes available.

Internet Searches

1. Using one of the sites that offer linked family trees ςsearch for EnosWhite b. 1843 in Cass Co, 
Michigan.

2. Use Google to see what you can find for EnosWhite of Cass County, Michigan.

3. Using a Genforum.com message board ςfind postings for EnosWhite and his family.

4. Using USGenWeb, find Enos²ƘƛǘŜΩǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƛƴ /ŀǎǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΦ  hǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ?

PREVIEW THE NEXT LESSONRevision A, 1 June 2007
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Assignment
Date Submitted:____________    Date completed: __________

Name:________________________  Teacher:______________________

Lesson 2: Surveying and 
Researching the Internet

5. Subscribe - free - to a surname or locality mailing list on Rootswebthat is of interest to your

personal family history.  Unsubscribe at your convenience.

6.     Go to - http://www.last -names.net/Articles/Spelling.asp - read the article, Relearning the 
Spelling of Your Surnames by George G. Morgan

7.     Go to - http://www.geocities.com/q6266/ - read through Internet Sources: A Case Study by Alan 
Mann.

PREVIEW THE NEXT LESSONRevision A, 1 June 2007
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Assignment
Date Submitted:____________    Date passed to next lesson: _____________

Name:________________________  Teacher:______________________

Lesson 3: FHLC-
Handybook-PERSI

1.  Using the FHLC,  perform a PLACE search for Cass County, Michigan.  Print the 

TOPICS or subject page for Cass County.    Log the entry and add to your binder.

2.  Using the FHLC, lookup and print  the GENEALOGY  subject.  Log and add to binder.

3. Using the FHLC, lookup and print the VITAL RECORDS entries.  Log and add to 

binder. You will use this material when you study Vital Records. This part of the 

assignment will be used in Lesson 5

4.  Using the FHLC, lookup and print the VITAL RECORDS INDEXES entry for Early 

Marriages 1831-1858.Log and add to binder.

5.  In the Handybook for Genealogistslook up and print the "Look for Vital Records in the 

Following Locations" section  of Michigan.  You will use this material when we study 

Vital Records.

Revision A, 1 June 2007
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Assignment
Date Submitted:____________    Date passed to next lesson: _____________

Name:________________________  Teacher:______________________

Lesson 3: FHLC-
Handybook-PERSI

6.  In the Handybookgo to Michigan.  What is Cass County's parent county and date created. List the 

records in Cass County and where they are located.

7.  Print the map of Michigan.  Log and add to binder.

8. Using PERSI, find 6 entries that would be good for Cass County, Michigan.Use the Locality Index 

and look at all of the entries. Obtain and complete the order form for the 6 entries. "DO NOT MAIL 

THIS COMPLETED FORM."

9. Using one of your surnames, do a Surname Search and fill out the order form for six of your 

surnames. They can be different surnames. If you would like, you may send for these.

PREVIEW THE NEXT LESSONRevision A, 1 June 2007
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Assignment
Date Submitted:____________    Date Passed on to next lesson: __________

Name:________________________  Teacher:______________________

Lesson 4: Census Records

US Census Quiz
True or False

1. ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ άIŜŀŘ ƻŦ IƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘέ 
was 1870.

2. ¢ƘŜ άŎŜƴǎǳǎ Řŀȅέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ǘŀƪŜǊ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǳƳŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
people in the house.

3. The US Constitution, in article 1, Section 2, states that a census must be taken every ten years to 
find out how many people in the country are the right age for the military.

4. The census taker was only supposed to include people who were living on the day he showed up 
at the house to enumerate the family.

5. ¢ƘŜ ά ŜƴǳƳŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ Řŀȅέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ǘŀƪŜǊ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǎǳǎΣ ōǳǘ 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻŎŎǳǊ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άŎŜƴǎǳǎ ŘŀȅέΦ

"List the non -population schedules. Explain each one briefly."
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Assignment
Date Submitted:____________    Date Passed on to next lesson: __________

Name:________________________  Teacher:______________________

Lesson 4: Census Records

1. ¦ǎƛƴƎ ŀ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ [ƻƎ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻǇȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻǊ άFamilySearchέΥ
1. Locate Charles White in the 1850 Census Index Book for Michigan
2. Record the information from the index

2. Using the regular census films:
1. Find the family of Charles White and record the information on the 1850 census form
2. Number forms or extracts used
3. Make needed entries in your Research Log
4. Copy any other families of interest, number forms/extracts, and record in Research Log

3. Dƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ άŀƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳέ ǘƻΥ
1. άwh[[ ¢I9 /9b{¦{έ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ όмусл ǘƻ мфолύ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘ όмупл ǘƻ муолύΦ tǊƛƴǘ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ 
2. άwh[[ ¢I9 /9b{¦{έ ǇŀƎŜǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ
3. Number documents, make entries in your Research Log, place in your binder

4. Summarize what you have learned about the White family. Any surprises?

Note: see Lesson 1 and 
review what is believed 
to be known about 
Enos White and family

Revision A, 1 June 2007
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Assignment Lesson 4: Census 

Records

OPTIONAL
1. Start a book with TABs for an ancestor of your choice
2. Make up the Pedigree, Family Group, analysis sheet, etc
3. Start a Research Log
4. Do a census search for your own ancestors as you choose.
5. Number documents, enter in Research Log, place in Binder

OPTIONAL FUN
1. Find Abraham Lincoln (age 51) in the 

1860 Census

2. Find Walt Disney (born 1901 in Illinois) 
in the 1910 Census

Abraham Lincoln 

1860 Census Record
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Assignment
Date Submitted:____________    Date Passed on to next lesson: __________

Name:________________________  Teacher:______________________

Lesson 5: Vital Records

1. Using the White family as your example, locate the films for the marriage 
records of Cass County, MI and extract the marriages for the parents and 
children of the Charles White family. (refer to question 4 of lesson 3). Log, 
enter into Family Group Sheet and place in binder.

2. Ben Bassett marries Nancy. Find the vital records of Hardwick, Mass. Using 
fiche #6013700 find her maiden name, date and place where married and page 
number.

3. Using PVRL, copy the entries for Sumner County, TN
4. ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ άIGIbatchnumbersέ ƭƻƻƪ ǳǇ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜǎΣ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ 

batch #_____ and source call #________.
5. Using the Vital Records Handbook, find the form you would use to request your 
ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ  /ƻǇȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ϧ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ƛǘΦ

Optional: Look for birth, marriage and death records for one of your ancestors.

PREVIEW THE NEXT LESSONRevision A, 1 June 2007
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Assignment
Date Submitted:____________    Date Passed on to next lesson: __________

Name:________________________  Teacher:______________________

Lesson 6: Migration

PREVIEW THE NEXT LESSONRevision A, 1 June 2007

Assignment #1: Were rivers ever used in migration?  Why?  Which most used often?

Assignment #2: Find the New England Coaching Roads

Assignment #3: List three Places in the MRFHC where migration patterns may be 
found.

Assignment #4: Locate and name the routes between Lancaster, Pennsylvania and 
Boonesboro, Kentucky.

!ǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ І рΥ ¢ƘŜ ά.ƭŀŎƪέ 5ŀǾƛŘ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭŜŦǘ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
Augusta County, Virginia to settle in about 1744, what trail did they use?
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Assignment Optional #1: The Forbes Road ran between What Cities? What other 

names is this road known by?

Assignment Optional #2: What routes connected at Albany, New York?

Revision A, 1 June 2007
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Assignment
Date Submitted:____________    Date Passed on to next lesson: __________

Name:________________________  Teacher:______________________

Lesson 7: Maps & 

Gazetteers

PREVIEW THE NEXT LESSONRevision A, 1 June 2007

Assignment #1: Find Scrooby, England

Assignment #2: Using the FHLC copy a Directory listed for Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania

Assignment #3: Does the FHLC list a Directory for Springfield, Illinois for 1850 
when Abraham Lincoln would be listed?

Assignment #4: Using the Internet find a map of the Beverly Grant

!ǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ІрΥ ¦ǎƛƴƎ ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ tŜŘƛƎǊŜŜέΣ  ŦƛƴŘ мύ ¢ƘŜ aŀǇ ƻŦ 
Cessions of 1782/1783 2) Ohio and Scioto Tracts, what vital information is 
shown here?
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Assignment
Date Submitted:____________    Date Passed on to next lesson: __________

Name:________________________  Teacher:______________________

Lesson 8: Land Records

PREVIEW THE NEXT LESSONRevision A, 1 June 2007

Assignment #1: Using the ñGLOò site, find the land grants for : 1) Cyrus Horton in 

Missouri   2) George McCarver in Alabama

Assignment #2: What process would be used to find a deed for Hubbard McCarver

in Lawrence County , Alabama?

Assignment #3: Order form 84 from the National Archives, fill in the form to order 

a case file.

Assignment #4: Access ñglorecordsò, using the FAQ section, choose 3 questions and 

write a short paragraph to answer the question.

Assignment Optional: Name the Colonial Land States.
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Assignment 
Date Submitted:____________    Date Passed on to next lesson: __________

Name:________________________  Teacher:______________________

Lesson 9: Probate & 

Court Records

1. In the FHLC for Cortland County, New York, under the title 

ñProbate Recordsò 1809-1935; Indexes 1808-1970ïidentify the 

appropriate index of wills and proceedingsfilm for our Jacob 

D. Price. Make a copy of the FHLC page where you find the 

film number for the appropriate index.

2.  From the film above, using the index, find the file number for 

the probate file of Jacob D. Price, who died in 1897. What other 

information does the index indicate will be found in Jacobsô 

probate file?
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Assignment 
Date Submitted:____________    Date Passed on to next lesson: __________

Name:________________________  Teacher:______________________

Lesson 9: Probate & 

Court Records

3. In the FHLC for Cortland County, New York, click on Probate 

Files, then click on the ñEstate Filesò category to find the 

number of the film that will contain the probate file for Jacob 

Price.  (Estate Files, 1810 ï1893 NY Surrogate Court) COPY 

HIS WILL.
Helpful Hints

When trying to locate the page of the Index of Wills and Proceedings that has 

Jacob Priceôs information ïlook at the beginning of the filmed book and you 

will find a different kind of index that will give you the exact page where you 

will find Jacob.

Or

Just look through the filmed book and you will find it to be organized 

alphabetically.

Revision A, 1 June 2007
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4. What is the purpose of a probate?

5.  What is a codicil?

6.  What is the meaning of the term ñtestateò?

7.   When is an administrator needed?

8.   To what does devise refer?

9. What is an ancillary action?

10. What does per stirpes refer to

Revision A, 1 June 2007 PREVIEW THE NEXT LESSON
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OPTIONAL TASK :  

Using the FHLC, check for probate records on one of 

your own ancestors.

Check US GenWebon the internet to see if there are 

any records in any county for your ancestors.

Check Google.com for any information on the death 

of one of your own ancestors.

Revision A, 1 June 2007
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Assignment
Date Submitted:____________    Date Passed on to next lesson: __________

Name:________________________  Teacher:______________________

Lesson 10: U.S. 

Church Records

1. What are the two types of churches? __________,  _________
2. Look up (FHLC, books) the abstracts for the Society of Friends in Indiana. Look 

at Part 1 and Part 3. Copy the entries for the John White Family.  Use 
Document extracts and enter in Research Log.

3. Find the baptism for Mally Benson in the book from the chapel of Blawith in 
the parish of Ulvertson, Lancashire, England.

4. Name at least 5 items that may be found in church records:  __________, 
__________,  __________,  __________,  __________

5. What is double dating?  When does it start in America? 
________________________________________________________________

6. Name at least 5 clues that might indicate which church your ancestors were 
affiliated with? ________, ________, ________, ________, ________

7. Look up the history of a county your ancestors settled in. What churches were 
there?  ____________________________________________
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